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“And | do not ask on behalf of these only, but also &
Jon behalf of those who believe in me through thelr :
WOI‘d that they all may be one, just as you, Father,
‘are in me and | am in you, that they also may be in

=

llS in order that the world may believe that you sent
me. And the glory that you have given to me, | have
'E""Ven to them, in order that they may be one, just as £
e are one— I in them, and you in me, in order th
ey may be completed in one, so that the World
ay know that ‘you sent me, and you have loved

hem Just as you have loved me. (J ohn 17: 20 23 LE
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- “For God loved the world in this way: He gave
- His One and Only Son, so that everyone who
~ believes in Him will not perish but have eternal

life. For God did not send His Son into the

world that He might condemn the world, but




ifGod and knows God. The one who does not love

does not know God, because God 1s love. God’s S love

,..5 %
iy




 This 1s how we know that we remain 1n Him

and e 1n us: He has given assurance to us

& from His Spirit. And we have seen and we.
A,te‘stify that the Father has sent His Son as the
- world’s Savior. Whoever confesses that Jesus 1s

the Son of God — God remains in him and hed b
in God. And we have come to know and to ’
:‘.‘b‘eheve the love that God has for us. God is
love, and the one who remains in love remams -

in God, and God remains in him.

(1 John 4:13-16 HCSB




1shment. So the one Who fears has n'(_)’t"




“The one who does not love does not
know God, because God 1s love.

If anyone says, “1 love God,” yet hates his
brother, he 1s a har. For the personWho
~does not love the brother he has seen

4 A'Cannot love the God he has not seen. And 2
~ we have this command from Him: The one

who loves God must also love his brother

| John 4:8, 20 2 HCSB
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- Umity Is Relational In

Christ

- 2 Christian unity 1s based on relationship, rather than
structure (John 15-17)

2 When we are baptized, we are not bapuzed

(1mmersed) into a church, we are baptlzed into J esus

* (Rom 6, Gal 3, etc.). We don't Jom a "church”, we jon

Christ. We don't join a church or go to church we aref::

the church, the body of Christ.

?> Chrlstlan umty 1S
Christ (John 15, K

based on'bemg united with 'and mn

phesians)




nd one of the scrlbes came up and heard them

?'ebatmg When he saw that he answered them Well ,

he asked him, “Which commandment is the most
e 1mportant of all’” Jesus answered, “The most
i’?mportant 18, ‘lasten, Israel!l The L.ord our God the
Lord 1s one. And you shall love the lL.ord your G()d
rom your whole heart and from your whole soul

\d from your whole mind and from your Whole

rength The second 1s this: “You shall love your

eighbor as yourself’ There is no other .
tc ‘mmandment oreater than these.”

W\Mark 12:28-31 LEB)




“l give you a new command:
L.ove one another. Just as [
have loved you, you must also
love one another. By this all
people will know that you are

My disciples, if you have love

for one another.
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: ;%?e is patient, kl,

not jealous, does not boast,

does not become conceited.,

does not behave dishonorably,
is not selfish, does not become angry,
~does not keep a record of wrongs,
*be._s hotrej()ice at unrighteousness, but rejoices Wi\th the tr'ul;' 8
" bears all things, believes all things, »
~ hopes all things, endures all things.

l.ove never ends.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
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W in these days as the dlsmples were mcreasmg in.
number, a complaint arose by the Greek-speaking Jews &
.;?_.}agamst the Hebraic Jews because their widows were bemg"’

?\_Overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the twelve
" summoned the community of disciples and said, “It is not

- desirable that we neglect the word of God to serve tables. S ef
brothers, select from among you seven men of good

3‘

reputa‘uon full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we will putg

1n charge of this need. But we will devote ourselves to praye

nd to the ministry of the word.” And the statement please
“the whole group, and they chose Stephen (a man full of falt_
ffdnd of the Holy Spirit), and Philip, and Prochorus, and |
ilC&l’lOI‘ and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus (a conver""*'
from Antioch), whom they stood before the apostles. And
) they prayed and placed thelr hands on them




OWI urge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord o
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say,
that there be no divisions among you, and that you ] _;H.‘re
be united with the same understanding and the same;
S conviction. For it has been reported to me about you,
'my brothers, by members of Chloe’s household, that k.
Ehere 1s rivalry among you. What | am saying 1s this:
_Ch of you says, “I’'m with Paul,” or “I’'m with

,ollos or “I'm with Cephas,” or “I’'m with Chrlst
Is Christ divided? Was it Paul who was crumﬁed for-'
Ty« u? Or were you baptized i Paul’s name!

"C_()rmthlans 1:10-13 HCSB







:;zcustom prescrlbed by Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after
?there was no little strife and debate by Paul and Barnabas
fagamst them, they appointed Paul and Barnabas and some

others from among them to go up to the apostles and elders

;arty of the Pharisees stood up, saying, “It is necessary to
ircumcise them and to command them to observe the laW

-Acts 151 5 LEB) |




.Eéto them, “Men and brothers, you know that in the early days God |
V. ?ChOSG among you through my mouth that the Gentiles should hear
| the message of the gospel and believe. And God, who knows the
;bheart testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he also

did to us. And he made no dlstmctlon between us and them ‘




d with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it i
written: ‘After these things I will return and build up
‘again the tent of David that has fallen, and the parts of it
- fthat had been torn down | will build up again and will
= restore it, so that the rest of humanity may seek the Lord
;‘even all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the
Lord, who makes these things known from of old.’ E
Therefore I conclude we should not cause difﬁeulty for

bath.” 15 21 1LEB)



,_ , together with tl

4 Whole ehureh to send men ehosen from among them to Antioch -
f;leth Paul and Barnabas  Judas who was called Barsabbas and Silas,
%5;_?1’I16I1 who were leaders among the brothers — writing this letter to be

‘;,V;_‘__dehvered by them: The apostles and the elders, brothers. To the

_",’. brothers who are from among the Gentiles in Antioch and Syrla and
i;;;ﬁ;?_Clhela Greetmgs' Because we have heard that some have gone out -
' from among us —to whom we gave no orders —and have thrown yeu
! into confusion by words upsetting your minds, it seemed best to us,
;"’havmg reached a unanimous decision, and having chosen men,to
end them to you together with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul i
men who have risked their lives on behalf of the name of our Lord
S'us Christ. Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, and they Wlll

rom blood and from what has been strangled and from sexual
mun orahty If you keep yourselves from these thmgs you Wlll do




So When they were sent oft, they came down to ‘

f;;fff»;Am‘uoeh and after calling together the eemmumty, £

they delivered the letter. And when they read it

! aloud, they rejoiced at the encouragement. Both
8 udas and Silas, who were also prophets
themselves encouraged and strengthened the

?brethers by a long message. And after spendmg '




5 how they are domg Now Barnabas wanted to take “ §

John wh 0 was called Mark along also, but Paul held the}‘;‘

__';themng the churches (Acts 15 36 41 LEB




' ehold a certain disciple was there named Tlmothy,
he son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek
father who was well spoken of by the brothers in &
,_;,_’ystra and Ieomum Paul Wanted thlS one to go Wlth

f the Jews Who were 1 those places, for they all

% .J".,‘,GW that hlS father was Greek. And as they Went .

__ estles and elders who were in J erusalem S0 the &
' urehes Were bemg strengthened i the falth and"
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Opinions

Convictions

Important

Core/
Essential/
Not
Negotiable

Peripheral




s

Core:

John 13:34-35
Acts 2:36-39
Galatians 1:6-12
James 1:27
Hebrews 6:1-2

onvictions and Opinions:

Romans 14
1 Cormthians 8

Important:

L.eadership

Structure

Worship Style

(Questions/Peripheral:




' Seme p's for Evaluatmg D()Ctrme

Is _1t ratlonal?’

the doetrme stated clearly in the Bible? What
s it based on? Is it both biblical and rational? gr==

- How does the doctrine relate to the character/ Sueations

hlature of God? Is it consistent with God's / Opinions

character/nature?
A _ Convictions

'eﬂ"W does the doctrine relate to the good news;

Important
-as expressed in the person of Jesus!

| Core/
‘HOW often in the Bible is it taught, and what Essential/

‘ellg‘ht does the Bible place upon it? agofiile

‘_,Iat effects does it have on other doctrines?

tis the hlstorleal and current consensus

Peripheral
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~ All things are permitted for me, but notall

~ things are profitable. All things are permitted

~ for me, but I will not be controlled by
anything. Food is for the stomach, and the

_‘ Co\rinthians 0:12, 13a LEB




1s knowrl by him. Therefore, concerning the eating of food sacrificed to 1dols
L we know that “an idol is nothing in the world” and that “there is no God except

'3;{"-:jone For even if after all there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on
| earth, just as there are many gods and many lords, yet to us there is one God,

the Father, from whom are all things, and we are for him, and there is one
ord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we are through him. But

¥ this knowledge 1s not in everyone.
1dol, eat this food as food sacrificed

But some, being accustomed until now to thef“
to 1dols, and their conscience, because It 1s ;{_'

weak 1s defiled. But food does not

bring us close to God. For neither if we eat |

0 we have more, nor if we do not eat do we lack. But watch out lest somehow ;-
: - this right of yours becomes a cause for stumbling to the weak. For if someone

= should see you who has knowledge reclining for a meal in an idol’s temple, wil
not his conscience, because it is weak, be strengthened so that | he eats the food

P ﬁ-&CI‘lﬁCGd to idols? For the one who is weak—the brother for whom Christ die:

is destroyed by your knowledge Now if you sin in this way against the

rothers and wound their conscience, which is weak, you sin agamst Chrlst
' refore if food causes my brother to sin, I will never eat meat forever in

gg( not eause my hrother to sm 1 Cormth NS O:1-19




A thmgs are permltted but not . all thmgs are-proﬁtablev All thmgs
* 5};.;are permitted, but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own
‘good but the good of the other. Eat everything that is sold in the

“meat market, asking no questions for the sake of the conscience, for &

: “the earth 1s the Lord’s, and its fullness.” It any of the unbehevers

_,"_f_ll’lVltGS you, and you want to go, eal everythmg that 1s set before you,

‘f%‘;'f.askmg no questlons for the sake of the conscience. But if someone ==
I says to you, “This 1s offered to idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of that‘
' one who informed you and the conscience. Now | am not speaking
‘about your own conscience, but the conscience of the other person.
‘or why is my freedom judged by another’s conscience? If I partake
th thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I
ve thanks? Therefore, whether you eat or you drink or whatever yo'"
, do all things for the glory of God. Give no offense both to J ews
d_to Greeks and to the church of God, just as | also please all
‘ ‘__Jeople in all things, not seeking my own benefit, but the beneﬁt of

the many, in order that they may be saved.

thians 10:23-33 LEB)




A All thmgs are permitted, but not all things are proﬁtable
- B. All things are permitted, but not all things build up.
= C Let no one seek his own good but the good of the other.
= 1. Eat everything that is sold in the meat market, asking no questions
for the sake of the conscience, for “the earth is the Lord’s, and its’ =
fullness.” -
If any of the unbelievers mvites you, and you want to go eatl
everything that is set before you, asking no questlons for the sake |
of the conscience. |
. But if someone says to you, “This is offered to idols,” do not eat 1t
. for the sake of that one who informed you and the eonselenee ,(1.e..2.
~ of that other person). =

A g]ery of God. (Ask yourself: Does _______glorify God. )

lee no offense (z‘o cmyone) not seekmg my own beneﬁt but the be




of

1 Cor 10:25-35:

estloﬂSfbif Foalua z‘iﬂg Personal Behavio
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beneficial to others?

build others up?

glorify God?

v

__-_'....(')_ffensive-? -On what grounds?
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Judging

Kpivw: to judge; to
discern; to evaluate: to
pass judgment on; to
distinguish between; to
decide: to sentence; to
bring to trial; (plus

many more definitions)

Broad Semantic Range

VLS




f,,‘Do not Judge SO that you Wlll not be Judged For by' :

| what Judgment you judge, you will be judged, and
by what measure you measure out, it will be
L“measured out to you. And why do you see the speck ’5 'f:.
:'_;hat is 1n your brother s eye, but d() not notlce the &

T move the speck from your brother S eye'

latthew 7:1-5 LEB)




= I did one work, and you are all amazed,” Jesus

: %i‘ranswered “Consider this: Moses has given you

= circumcision — not that it comes from Moses but
| from the fathers — and you circumcise a man on
" the Sabbath. If a man receives circumecision on the

abbath so that the law of Moses won't be broken,
re you angry at Me because | made a man entlrely
ell on the Sabbath? Stop judging according to

outward appearances; rather judge accordlng t()

" righteous judgment.” (John 7:21-24 HCSB)




j‘f;_;Doknot speak evil of one another, brothers. T'he

One who speaks evil of a brother or judges his




l herefore, any one of you who jlidges is without excuse.
F or when you judge another, you condemn yourself, K
Zismce you, the judge, do the same things. We know that
5%‘(}0(1 s Jjudgment on those who do such things 1s based |
1 on the truth. Do you really think — anyone ol you who
"iudges those who do such things yet do the same — that
ou Wlll escape God’s Judgmentp Or do you desplse the ¢

fvealed He will repay each one accordmg to hlS work

R 'ans‘Z e 6 HCSB) e




The natural person does not accept the things

of the Splrlt of God, tor they are folly to him,

F and he is not able to understand them because

'they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual

erson Judges all thmgs but 1S hlmself to be




-

.'And finally, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic

‘showmg mutual affection, Compassmnate humble
not repaying evil for evil or insult for insult, but

Vi

on the other hand blessing others, because for this
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gdoes not even exist among the Gentiles, so that someone

ihas the wife of his father. And you are inflated with pride, i

| etes
.“z g

and should you not rather have mourned, so that the one #§




Wrote to you 1n the letter not to assomate Wlth
sexually immoral people. By no means did | mean the :
fff‘fi:aseXUlally immoral people of this world or the greedy £
[people and swindlers or idolaters, since then you
= would have to depart out of the world. But now | have ; |
& wrilten to you not to associate with any so-called
brother if he 1s a sexually immoral person or a greedy
erson or an idolater or an abusive person or a | __
runkard or a swmdler Wlth such a person not eVeh ' :'z

';‘.;()urs elves.

()rmthlans 5 9 13 LEB) =




| ?oefore the samts‘r’ Or do you not know that the samts will

= judge the world? And if by you the world is judged, are you:

‘unworthy of the most insignificant courts? Do you not know F

E“;{_that we will judge angels, not to mention ordinary matters?




;...-Br()thers, even 1f a person 1s caught in some
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a
= person in a spirit of humility, looking out for
_  yourself, lest you also be tempted. Carry the
. burdens of one another, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. For if anyone thinks he 1s somethmg _
lthough he 1s nothmg, he 1s decewmg hlmself

‘he will have a reason for boastmg in hlmself
'lone and not in someone else. For each one Wlll

. ;2caI'I‘y hlS own burden (Galatlans 6 1-5 LEB)
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NOW receive the one who 1s weak n faith, but not
for quarrels about opinions. One believes he may
‘eat all things, but the one who is weak eats only

Vegetables The one who eats must not despise the

- one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat T

- must not judge the one who eats, because God has
eepted him. Who are you, who passes Judgment E -
n the domestle slave belonging to someone elsep !
;?”-O"hIS own master he stands or falls, and he Wlll '
and f()r the Lord is able to make hlm stand
omans 14 1-4 LEB) |




?«;another person regards every day alike. Kach one must
‘fbe fully convinced in his own mind. The one whois &
mtent on the day is intent on it for the Lord, and the €
Qne who eats eats for the Lord, because he 1s thankful I
:{io God, and the one who does not eat does not eat for

‘the Lord, and he is thankful to God. For none of us
| -_es for himself and none dies for himself. For if we
e, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the
ord. Therefore whether we live or whether we die, we.
are the Lord’s. For Christ died and became alive agaiﬂ
01" this reason, in order that he mlght be lL.ord of bot




Lrong vs |

> Strong = More Free

> Kats all things

> Treats every day alike

&
S




t 'Why do you Judge your brotherp Or also Why do you desplse your brother
' r we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As | hve
says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will praise God.” So &
! each one of us will give an account concerning himself. Therefore, let us no £
f’longer pass judgment on one another, but rather decide this: not to place a
| cause for stumbling or a temptation before a brother. I know and am eo_nvmeed
:A:.vf'm the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean of itself, except to the one who ..
10n81ders somethmg to be unclean; to that person 1t 18 unclean For1f because of

Taedirih




e-ut we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of the i
) ‘eak and not to please ourselves. Let each one of us please
Al 118 ne1ghbor for his good, for the purpose of edification. For
“even Christ did not please himself, but just as it is ertten
; “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. FOI' B

-hatever was ertten beforehand was ertten for our




horeover, it is sought n stewards that one be found »
falthful But to me it is a very little matter that [ be
udged by you or by a human court, but I do not eve
?'udge mysell. For | am conscious of nothing agamst
yself, but not by this am | vindicated. But the one

5",h0 Judges me 1s the L.ord. Therefore do not Judge




zfto him a woman caught in adultery And standing her in their midst, they

5%Sald to him, testing him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of

_.”_Commlttmg adultery! Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such

d bendmg down again, he Wrote on the ground. NOW when they heafd
bemg convicted by their conscience, they began to depart, one by Qne,ff‘:’







<

anything, God will reveal this also to you. In

y case, we should |
we have attained.”
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Recommended Readmg

s Cloud Henry, and John Townsend Sims. How to Haye T, /zaz‘ |
- Difficult Conyersation You 've Been Avoiding: With Your Spouse,
 Aduli Child, Family, Boss, Coworker, Friend, Parent or Someone
You're Dating. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006.

> Day, Katie. Difficult Conversations: Taking Risks, Acting with
-,1  [megrizy. Bethesda, MD: Alban Institute, 2001

Cenversa[wns HOW [0 DZSCUSS W/zcz[ Maz‘z‘ers Mos[ New York:
en um Books 2()1() ‘




* No blame. Not about who's right or wrong.

What * Not about facts; it's about perceptions, interpretations, and values
*We assume that we know the intentions of other people when we
don't and when we're unsure of someone's intentions, we too often

decide that they are bad

Happened?

*

Don't focus on who to blame, focus on identifying why things went

wrong and how to correct things moving forward.

Feeling S Listen to feelings and accept that all feelings are valid (but may or may
not be justified).

How did each person contribute to the issue and how could their

What does this situation say about me as a person?
Identity How 1s 1t affecting me?
* Is this consistent with who I thought I was?




"The "What Happened?"

Conversation

> Stop Arguing About Who's Right: £xplore Each

Others Stories

> Don't Assume They M
- frrom [mpact "

b & SRR (s
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;} Aband(jh Blame: Map the Contribution Systém
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I’gﬂing blocks us from exploring each other's StOI’yf"




We All See Things
Differently

1 ! 4

2 We have access to different information,

especially about ourselves.




> Influenced by past experiences

> We have and apply different "rules" for the 'way‘

thmgs are “supposed’ to happen or how people
"should" behave in different circumstances

> Our conclusions about any given situation ver

~ often reflect self-interest

&
S




Begin to Explore

2> Become curious about their story

§B¢come curious about what you don't know about

“ "yourself

ﬁfﬁ;f;:ﬁ‘StOI'IGS aren't mutually exclusive: ombia both storleS'f

Understandmg someone else's story doesn't mean you
have to give up your own. You don't have to agree Wl"

-~_,5_'th€11' story, only understand it

Seek ﬁrst to understand Yourself and the other par
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- Our Assumptions About Intentions -
. Are Often Wrong ' '
.' We can't and don't actually know what someone's intentions are.'__‘
.We assume intentions from the impact on us.

> We assume the worst

> We treat ourselves more charitably




et Ty Ban VB A o 2 -
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" Good Intentions Don't
Make Everything Better

L > We assume . that because our intentions are geod
and understood by the other, they should no
longer feel bad. When we do this...

L > We den't hear what they are really trying to say

> We ignorerthe eomplexityof humanmotivatironsj_,_,f

- §> We aggravate hostlhty—espeelally between
groups (e. g : eultural raelal soelal gender ete)




Disentangle Inpact and

Intent

1. Actions: What did the other person actually sa

or do? '

N

g
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My Impact OnThe Other
Person

My Intentions

The Other Person's Impact on
Me




Share the Impact On You

3 Inqmre About Their Intentlons

.' State what the other person dld
. Tell them what it's impact was on you

. Explain your assumption about their intentions,
- careful to make it clear that it's only a hypothesis
‘.,you re Checkmg out rather than asserting it to be true

Don't pretend everything is ok

Expect some defensiveness from the other person




»

Reflect On Your Intentions

> When you are the "other person”, the one being
accused of having bad intentions:

2 Learn to listen past the accusation for the
feelmgs Start by hstening for how they feel.

5 Be open to reflecting on and considering the
‘complexity of your intentions
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Blame From Contmbutlon
i:;z> Blame 1S about judging and looks backward

> Who's fault is it? How should they be judged? Should
they be punished, and if so, how?
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The Beneﬁts of Understandmg’ |

Contribution

= 2 Contribution is easier to raise than blame

- Contribution encourages learning and change
A few misconceptions about contribution:

, "I should focus only on my own contribution': Fmdmg yo;
eontrlbutlon in no way negates the other's eontrlbutlon |

;..if"Puttmg a51de blame means puttmg aside my feelmgs‘
Feelmgs need to be acknowledged and expressed




Spotting Contributions

> Four Hard-to-Spot Contributions

2 Avoiding the issue until now

v

2 Being unapproachable

o

ha Pr()blematlc role assumptions (e.g.,

"1.

Codependency, enabling behavior, hlerarchy,
ete.




Spotting Contributions

§TWoTechl”liqueS to Help Spot Contributions:

i?‘ Role Reversal: "What would they say I'm

k ,Contributing?

' ; « > The Consultant: Pretend you are a

~ consultant called in to help resolve the i 1ssue
~1n an impartial, nonjudgmental way. How

~ would you describe what each person was -
~contributing? | -
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- Map the Contribution
' System

N Llst each person s contributions: What am | (:01”1‘[1’11)Ultmgp -
What are they COIltI'lblltngp ' :

> Ask who else is involved? What might they be contributing?

- Take responsibility for your contribution early
lelp them understand their contribution:
| _,.2> Make your observations and reasonmg exphclt

S Clamfy What 1t 1s that y()u Would have them do dlfferen
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2 We often ignore feelings or try to frame them out of the |

. pi’dblem

2>—'Unéxpressed feelings have a way ol leaking into the

conversation anyway

MRS v b SRR

-Ur_lexpressed feelings make 1t difficult to listen
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?"UneXpress’ed feelings' can take a toll on our 1‘613’1‘(10]dslr.1ipj
and sell-esteem/self-image




o “Feelings are not some noisy byproduct of é
& engaging in difficult talk, they arean &
- , mtegral part of the conflict. Engagmg ma
- difficult conversation without talkmg e
~ about feelings 1s like staging an opera

Wlthout the musie. You'll get the plot but

MIsS the pomt

E —Stone Douglas, Bruce Patton, and Sheila Heen. Dzﬁ?cul[ i
1 ,Conversaz‘wns [—]ow to Discuss W/zal‘Ma[z‘ers Most;. New York:
o | Pengum B()()ks 2010 T "
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Dealmg With Feelmgs

> _Accept that feelmgs are normal and natural. (For example,
anger 1s not a sin..."'In your anger, do not sin. )

5"'G‘0_0d people” can have bad feelings.

i>-.Your feelings are just as important as those of others.

> Feelings are complex and often come in packages.




~

> Feelings aren't set 1n stone; negotiate with them.

I. Before you express your feelings, negotiate

~ with them. Change your thinking through
increasing understanding...your feelings Wlll
change as your understanding increases.




f © Frame feelmgs back mmto the problem: expheltly address

~ the feelings involved in the situation.

> [ixpress the full spectrum of your feelings.
> Don't evaluate your feelings, just share them.

i> Express your feelings without judging, attrlbutmg, or-},
blammg

o Don't monopohze Allow everyone to express thelr .
| feelmgs Make sure feelings are understood and

. aeknowledged on both 51des
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: __i>’ Difﬁcu’lt‘ conversations threaten our identity and

- when our 1dentity 1s threatened 1t can trlgger our

"ﬁght or- ﬂlght response.




& ldentifying ldentity Issues §

> AVOld all-or- nothmg bimary thinking about 1dent1ty
: B ['m either good or bad", etc.). This kind of ===

thinking leads to denial or exaggeration, either way, we - .

allow the other's feedback to define who we are.

, ﬂ,5> Become aware of your identity issues and eomplex1fy
j' 'your 1dent1ty

mtentlons are complex, and you have eontrlbuted in
some ‘way o the problem




] Regain Your B alace In

the Conversation

2 Let go of trying to control their reaction.

> Prepare for their response. Imagine it in advance.
- What can you learn about them? How will you
respond to them?




How to Approach Sensitive topics and Diffi
| ’ onversalions ‘

1 Focus on what you really want
2 Observe/Notlce when thmgs become Crumal

3. Make it safe
4 Separate fact from story

Share and receive everyone's stories
6. Actively explore everyone's views
7. Move to mutual decision and action




“l give you a new command:
L.ove one another. Just as [
have loved you, you must also
love one another. By this all
people will know that you are

My disciples, if you have love

for one another.
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: ;%?e is patient, kl,

not jealous, does not boast,

does not become conceited.,

does not behave dishonorably,
is not selfish, does not become angry,
~does not keep a record of wrongs,
*be._s hotrej()ice at unrighteousness, but rejoices Wi\th the tr'ul;' 8
" bears all things, believes all things, »
~ hopes all things, endures all things.

l.ove never ends.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
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Diversity in Unity:

piritual Gifts, Ministries,

.‘.-v-h-_.‘._......_..—...“,
i
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Activities




“l give you a new command:
L.ove one another. Just as [
have loved you, you must also
love one another. By this all
people will know that you are

My disciples, if you have love

for one another.




NOW there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Splrlt and there are varieties of ministries, and
the same Lord, and there are varieties of
activities, but the same God, who works all
thmgs in all people. But to each one 1s given the

"'"»mamfestatlon of the Spirit for what is
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I Corinthians 12:4-7

2 Varieties of:
e Gifts
. Ministries

« Activities

'But only one Spirit, one Lord, and one God

.j__Splrlt ‘

> Tk /ze [-]0[)/ szrzt is manifested (i.e., made visible) in each Chrisir | -
 ways that benefit the whole congregation. Bemg of "benefit to all" is t/ze
purpose of szrzma/ gzﬁs munastries (lit. seroces, Lo of Servmgy cma’




. Therefore I, the prisoner for the L.ord, urge

you to walk worthy of the calling you have

o received, with all humility and gentleness, with &

8 palience, accepling one another in love,

dlhgently keeping the unity of the Spirit with

~ the peace that binds us. There is one body and &

one Splrlt — just as you were called to one
}’-;hepe at your calling — one lLord, one falth -
one baptism, one God and Father of all, Who 1s_._.
r"i'fa]oove all and through all and n all - E
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.;;?.s'ome to be apostles, some prophets some evangehsts some . -532?5;
"pastors and teachers, for the training of the saints in the
¥ work of mlmstry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all

.»; R

| (reach umty in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son,

_A’-achmg, by human cunning with cleverness in the _
- fﬁchmques of decelt But speakmg the truth 1n love let us

_gupportmg ligament, promotes the growth of the body f(j
b 1ldmg up 1tself in love by the proper Workmg of each '
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